CHAPTER  XXI
HOW does one approach a subject? Perhaps
the heart of a city demands some aloofness of
suburbs. Can even a mathematician fly as the crow
flies? Presumably not since so easy a solution would
deprive him of his problem. A poet? Can a poet
envisage a destination? Would not his genius for
ever deflect him?
Lisa rehearsed little scenes with which to draw
Cuthbert's attention to the possibility of his partici-
pating in Captain Hyslop's expedition. She could
not say: ''You have always been interested in
Thibet". She could not say: "Captain Hyslop is a
most remarkable man. I feel that something really
important will come out of his journey" (or could
she say that?). She could not say: "I think you need
a change".
What Lisa did say was: "Why don't you go to
Thibet with Captain Hyslop?"
''Have I done anything to hurt or annoy you?"
"Did it sound like that?"
"Nothing that you said could ever sound dis-
courteous/'
Oh, God! thought Lisa.